AAUW NAPERVILLE AREA PROGRAMS 2011-2012

Tuesday, September 13, 6 p.m.

Branch Potluck: Nurturing our Roots, Growing our Branch
Our Saviour’s Celebration Community Life Center, Adult Education Center, 919 S. Washington St., Naperville

We’re starting the program year by renewing AAUW friendships and creating new ones.  Branch member, Edna C. Groves, will facilitate activities that will help us connect with one another.  There will be a brief business meeting and an opportunity to learn more about branch activities.

Tuesday, October 11, 6:45 p.m.

We All Smile the Same: The Hope of Restorative Justice
Our Saviour’s Celebration Community Life Center, Rm. 105, 919 S. Washington St., Naperville

Penny Beerntsen will speak on restorative justice and victim/offender conferencing, one of the many forms restorative justice can take.  She will share her personal experiences both as a participant and as a volunteer facilitator of victim/offender dialogues.  Penny is a former member of the Wisconsin Crime Victims Rights Board and Wisconsin’s Criminal Justice Study Commission.  She has assumed leadership roles in AAUW Naperville Area, and is a former business owner.

Tuesday, November 8, 6:45 p.m.

Meeting Alzheimer’s:  Communicating Effectively and Connecting Deeply with Persons with Alzheimer's and Related Disorders

Our Saviour’s Celebration Community Life Center, Rm. 105, 919 S. Washington St., Naperville

Mel Ludington, award-winning creative drama specialist and educator with Healing Moments Alzheimer’s Ministry, will facilitate this 1½ hour interactive session to demonstrate creative approaches to dealing with loved ones with dementia or Alzheimer’s.  Participants will engage in exercises designed to enhance their awareness and understanding of dementia while learning to improvise in order to meet their loved ones in their current realities. This program is for families, friends and caregivers learning about the illness, as well as for seasoned professionals.

Tuesday, December 13, 6:30 p.m.

Holiday Dinner: Holiday Music from Around the WORLD, With Folk Duo McIntosh & McGovern

Traverso’s Restaurant, 2523 Plainfield-Naperville Rd., Naperville

Chris McIntosh and Alvin McGovern will perform songs for various winter holidays.  They have been performing as a duo since 1981. They sing and play guitar, banjo, and ukulele, and enjoy entertaining people of all ages. They have a large, pleasant and eclectic repertoire of traditional and contemporary songs, forgotten popular pieces, and obscure gems. They were regular guests on WBEZ, and have both taught for several schools, including the Old Town School of Folk Music.

Saturday, January 12, 2012, 1 – 4 p.m.
Branch Winter Workshop and High Tea

Building Resilience Against Failure: Making your Ethical Type Work for You

Our Saviour’s Celebration Community Life Center, Adult Education Center, 919 S. Washington St., Naperville

Shannon M. Burns, MBA, Ed.D., will facilitate this lively and interactive seminar that will provide practical strategies that can be applied to every life situation. Women always have been society’s caretakers, providing a moral compass for family values, workplace ethics and social change.  But, as women, how do we decide what is right and wrong? And how do we cope with the sneaking sense of failure when our influence is overlooked and things go wrong?  Each of us has an ethical “type” that guides our intuition. In this workshop we will identify our individual ethical type, explore the role of failure in shaping our value choices and discuss concrete strategies for using our ethnical type to cope with failure. Dr. Burns is a self-employed consultant, trainer and educator with an office in Naperville.  Tea sandwiches and other finger foods will be served.

Tuesday, February 14, 6:45 p.m.
The Plight of the Polar Bears of Churchill, Manitoba

Our Saviour’s Celebration Community Life Center Rm. 105, 919 S. Washington St., Naperville

In October 2010, Agnes Kovacs, Manager of School Groups and Teacher Programs at the Chicago Zoological Society/Brookfield Zoo, spent a week in Manitoba in the Tundra Buggies of Frontiers North Adventures with staff from Polar Bears International (PBI). Agnes and other PBI Leadership Camp members studied the plight of the polar bear. The polar bear is expected to vanish from the wild by mid-century unless the amount of green house gases, especially carbon dioxide, released into the air daily is greatly reduced. The ecosystem of the Arctic Churchill area is a flagship example of mankind’s effect upon the Earth. Enjoy Agnes’ adventure and photographs as she shares her insights into the polar bears.

 

Tuesday, March 13, 6:45 p.m.
Women and the Immigration Crisis

Our Saviour’s Celebration Community Life Center, Rm. 105, 919 S. Washington St., Naperville

Attorney Donna M. Adler will provide an overview of U.S. immigration policy, how the immigration system works, and the positive and negative impacts of the immigration policy on immigrant women, including the Violence Against Women Act and domestic violence asylum petitions. She is a practicing attorney in Oakbrook Terrace. She also holds a Ph.D. in Theology and is active in scholarly enterprises.

Tuesday, April 10, 6:45 p.m.

Annual Business Meeting and Program:  The Peace Corps Experience, the Micronesia Experience

Our Saviour’s Celebration Community Life Center, Rm. 105, 919 S. Washington St., Naperville

Following a brief meeting to elect officers and conduct other branch business, Ruthanne Swanson will share her experiences with two unique cultures: the Peace Corps and the culture of Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia. She will discuss the challenges and rewards she experienced as an educator and a woman in Pohnpei during her Peace Corps volunteer service from 2009-2011. Ruthanne graduated from Vanderbilt University in 2008 with a BA in Theatre and a BS in Elementary Education. After college she worked as a freelance designer and stitcher for theatres throughout Chicagoland before joining the Peace Corps.  She currently works for Chicago Shakespeare Theatre as a stitcher.  Ruthanne is the daughter of branch member Anne Swanson.

April 27-28

AAUW-IL State Convention

Holiday Inn, Itasca, Ill.

 
Saturday, May 5, 9:30 a.m.

Spring Awards Brunch and Program on Women in Cinema.  Ten Years in the Pond: What is the ‘Celluloid Ceiling’ and Why YOU should Care

White Eagle Golf Club, 3400 Club Drive, Naperville

Jan Lisa Huttner will describe lessons learned since her first encounter with Martha Lauzen’s “Celluloid Ceiling” data in 2002.  Ms. Huttner is an award-winning author/activist who writes regular columns as well as freelance articles for multiple print and internet outlets.  She is a member of the Chicago Film Critics Association and the Women Film Critics Circle.  She has been involved with or a member of AAUW since 2002.  She was active in the formation of Women in the Audience Supporting Women Artists Now! (WITASWAN), which celebrates its fifth annual international SWAN Day on March 31, 2012.

June 8-16 (tentative dates)

2012 NAPERVILLE AREA AAUW Used Book Sale

Neuqua Valley High School, 95th Street, Naperville

 

