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CHICAGO BRANCH NEWSLETTER – SEPTEMBER MEETING 

 
What: Charter Schools and more  

Karen Roth, Assistant Professor National-Louis University 
When:  Saturday, September 11th 

Time: 9:30am-11:30 am  
Where:  National-Louis University Chicago Campus 

122 S. Michigan Ave.  (Corner of Michigan & Adams) www.nl.edu  
Room # will be posted in the elevator on the day of the meeting 

Cost: free.  Light continental breakfast will be served 
Parking:  Street parking, meters, area pay lots, 

 or public transportation 
RSVP:  To Raegan Lindeke at raeganl@hotmail.com  

by Thursday, Sept. 9th. 
 

AAUW Chicago, Inc. would like to thank our partner, 
 the National-Louis University Office of Student Affairs. 

 

In the devastating wake of Hurricane Katrina, thousands of people from colleges and 
universities across the nation have helped rebuild New Orleans. Beginning in the summer 
of 2007, NLU established partnerships with NOLA area pre-schools, charter schools, and 
elementary schools.  Karen Roth is the coordinator for NLU’s partnership with NOLA Schools in 
New Orleans, LA. Ms. Roth will share information on the service-learning experiences of the pre-
service teachers at KIPP Central City Academy and other charter schools in New Orleans.   She 
will discuss the charter movement in NOLA – as it is very unique from the rest of the US.  She 
will also discuss the importance of service to teacher development and teacher preparation. 
 

Please bring a friend to our 2010-2011 kick-off meeting. 
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Meeting/Activities Dates and Topics 
 
October 9, 2010  Speaker Nancy Kaszak – Women in Politics 
October 17, 2010  AAUW-IL Fall State Conference – Joliet Community College 
November 13, 2010  Educational Opportunites Fellows meeting-3200 N Lake Shore Dr.  
December 4, 2010  Holiday Tea – Russian Tea Time 
December 12, 2010  Jane Addams Day event at Hull-House Museum 
January 8 , 2011  Women in Islam 
 

 
President’s Message  
"Welcome Back....Welcome Back...Welcome Back" This refrain from the sitcom that made John 
Travolta a star, kept running through my mind when I sat down to write this message. Welcome 
back after the summer, branch. Welcome back to returning members and welcome to new 
members. And welcome back to me, as I once again take up the position of Chicago Inc. Branch 
President. I hope you all had an enjoyable and fun summer. 
  
Branch members got together over the summer to plan what will be an AAUW year of 
informative, eclectic and enjoyable programs. Our emphases this year is on the varying roles of 
women -- as young students, as political candidates, in the arts, as EF fellows advancing 
their careers, and as other aspects impact their lives. The year will open with the August 26th 
Women's Equality Day Celebration and the September 11th Branch Meeting. See the details for 
both in this newsletter. Watch for details of the other programs as the year progresses. 
  
I encourage members to become active participants in the Branch this year. Besides attending 
Branch meetings, there are openings on the Board. Our website and Facebook pages both need 
members to post our events and keep our fan group up to date with what's happening each 
month. We also need a Meeting Reservations Chair, a Community Service Chair, ethnic dining 
chair, and a Director-at-Large. Please let me know if you are interested in any of these positions. 
  
So once again Welcome Back. I look forward to seeing all of you during the AAUW year ahead. 
  
Barbara Spiegel 
Branch President 

Thank You                                                               
A big thank you to Arlene Alpert for hosting our summer program planning meetings in June 
and July for the branch.  Also thank you to all the board members and branch members that gave 
ideas and suggestions and are helping to plan events for our 2010-2011 year.  It will be another 
great year! 
Also a big thank you to Bettye Ruth Grand Pre for making reminder renewal phone calls to 
branch members over the summer.  We appreciate your time and dedication to AAUW. 

Ethnic Dining          
Do you like trying different types of restaurants and foods in the city?  At this time, the Chicago 
Inc. branch is looking for a leader/chair for the ethnic dining group.  Please contact Barbara 
Spiegel if you are interested in planning a restaurant outing for the group. Spiegelba@gmail.com. 
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WITASWAN Movie Club                   
Come join the WITASWAN Movie Club on Sunday, August 15th. We will be attending a 
Women Empowerment Film Series sponsored in partnership with the Chicago Foundation for 
Women at the Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. Washington St. Chicago, 60602. There are two film 
selections that day, Made in LA about women in the garment industry in LA or Taking the Heat 
about women firefighters.  
http://www.explorechicago.org/city/en/things_see_do/event_landing/events/dca_tourism/ITVS_
WomensEmpowerment2.html  
Please contact Megan Moser at meganmoser@hotmail.com for more information or to give a 
movie suggestion. Please RSVP by Friday, August 13th.  
 
Looking ahead to September, the movie club will be meeting on Sunday, September 5th, 
location and time TBD. 

Jane Addams 150th Birthday Celebrations                 
Two upcoming Jane Addams Day Celebrations in Chicago – Join us!! 
 

Wednesday, September 8, from noon – 1pm  
The Mayor’s Office of Special Events will host Jane Addams 150th Birthday event at Daley Plaza 
on behalf of the Jane Addams Hull-House Association. The award-winning drum line from 
Hearst Community School will kick off the party, and a Jane Addams actress will blow out a 
birthday cake with 150 candles! Clarence Wood, President & CEO of Jane Addams Hull House 
Association, will speak, and representatives from other Jane Addams-affiliated organizations, 
including AAUW-IL will be present. http://www.hullhouse.org/events/daleyplaza.html 
 

Sunday, December 12, 2010 10:30am  
The Jane Addams Commemorative Holiday will be celebrated on December 12, 2010 at Hull-
House Museum located at 800 S. Halsted – Chicago with a brunch at 10:30am, cost is $25-. 
Join us to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the birth of this remarkable woman. Our celebration 
will take place in the newly remodeled and expanded Hull-House Museum.  The museum 
renovation has been partially funded by a grant from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, along with matching funds from local organizations such as AAUW-IL.  Enjoy an 
historic brunch prepared by the Hull-House chef; hear Lucy Knight speak about part two of her 
Addams biography, Jane Addams: Spirit in Action, learn more about the museum expansion 
project from Hull-House Museum Director Lisa Lee, and tour the museum.  Of special interest is 
the newly displayed Nobel Peace Prize awarded Ms. Addams, the first American woman and 
second woman to ever receive this honor. Go to www.aauw-il.org for the reservation form.  
 
Looking Ahead to October 
The Chicago branch will meet on October 9th for our branch meeting. Our speaker will be Nancy 
Kaszack presenting “Women in Politics.” We will be meeting at the East Bank Club, 500 North 
Kingsbury Street, Chicago, 60654.  
 
 The Chicago Edition by Lori Switzer 
Is there something you want to see in the newsletter? It is your newsletter.  Articles for the Oct. Chicago 
Edition newsletter are due Sept. 15th. Thanks -Lori Switzer or ChicagoAAUW@hotmail.com 
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AAUW-IL Fall Conference – Oct. 16th                                                                             
The Fall AAUW-IL conference will be held at Joliet Junior College, 1215 Houbolt Rd, Joliet, IL 
on Saturday, October 16th from 9:30-2:00pm.  http://www.jjc.edu/about/campuses/Pages/main-
campus.aspx All members are invited.  The keynote speaker is Carlynne McDonnell, AAUW of 
California Board of Directors. Ms McDonnell will present, “Creating a Healthy Branch Culture.”  
More details will be coming from the state and registration forms will be available at www.aauw-
il.org. Be on the look out for your fall issue of the Illinois Link for all the details.  

Holiday Tea          
When:  Saturday, December 4, 2010 
Where:  Russian Tea Time Restaurant, 77 East Adams St, Chicago  60603 
Time:   12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.       http://www.russianteatime.com/ 
Cost:  $30 for Full Tea Service (includes taxes and gratuities) 
Parking: Area parking lots or public transportation.  
RSVP: by November 1, 2010 
Please send your check made out to “AAUW” and name, address, email, and phone to:  
Pat Graunke, 880 N. Lake Shore Drive, 3C, Chicago, IL   60611 
Any questions, contact Pat Graunke at patriciagraunke@gmail.com 
 
Membership Update 
Congratulations on a great summer membership drive! As of August 1st, we have 55 members – 
3 of which are new to the branch! Thank you to everyone who has sent in their application and 
check. For those who haven’t sent in your application form and check, it isn’t too late to renew or 
join and be in this year’s Membership Directory. All application forms and checks received by 
September 1st will appear in the Directory. Please send it to Membership VP Melissa Meegan, 
8824 Clearview Dr., Orland Park, IL 60462 or melmeega@yahoo.com.  

Welcome New Members!                                                              
Please welcome our newest branch members! These women joined the branch during the summer 
membership drive. We are so excited to have each of them as members and look forward to 
meeting everyone at our first meeting in September!  
Name    Email Address 
Margaret O’Hara  ocmargaret@aol.com 
Kristen Pengelly  kristen_pengelly@hotmail.com 

Chicago branch receives multiple AAUW-IL Awards in Lisle                 
The Chicago, Inc. Branch was awarded several membership awards at the April/May 2010 State 
Convention.  We were given an award in recognition of membership recruitment of 5% or more 
and an award in recognition of membership retention of 90% or more.  So let’s continue the great 
work of inviting new members to join our branch.  Past membership vp, Amanda Robertson, was 
awarded the “Spice Award” for her dedication to increasing membership for the Chicago Inc. 
branch and her enthusiasm for AAUW. The Chicago branch also received the AAUW-IL Branch 
Pride Recognition Award in recognition for the Branch’s outstanding achievements in advocating 
and advancing equity for women and girls through Branch activities.    Congratulations to all 
branch members, board members and committee chairs for all the hard work all year long. 
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�Mission:  The AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund provides funding and a support system 
for individuals seeking judicial redress for sex discrimination. 
 
Legal Advocacy Fund Update  
 LAF works to combat sex discrimination through community and campus outreach programs, a 
resource library and online advocacy tools, and various research reports. In collaboration with the Public 
Policy and Government Relations department, LAF seeks amicus curiae opportunities in cases of 
discrimination that disadvantage women in the workplace. LAF is also transitioning toward supporting 
landmark sex discrimination cases that have the potential to make a difference for all women. 
 Chicago branch wins LAF award at AAUW-IL State Convention 
At the April/May 2010 AAUW-IL State Convention in Lisle, the Chicago Inc. Branch was awarded a 
certificate of honor for Ninth place in “Top Ten Branches in Total LAF Giving with $698-.”  Thank 
you to all of the branch members who donated to the Legal Advocacy Fund over the course of the 2009-
2010 year.  
 If you want to make a donation, please send a check made out to AAUW-LAF to Barbara Spiegel 
7438 N. Artesian Ave. 1st Floor, Chicago, 60645. Donations are tax-deductible. 
 

AAUW Educational Opportunities Fund     
 The American Association of University Women Educational Opportunities Fund has a long and 
distinguished history of advancing educational and professional opportunities for women in the United 
States and around the globe.  
 In June 2010, AAUW cosponsored the National Conference for College Women Student Leaders 
(NCCWSL) in Washington DC.  The conference is a two and a half day conference to help students hone 
leadership skills for their work on campus and in their communities. More than 500 women attended this 
year. The women students had amazing workshops to attend as well as the opportunity to hear successful 
Campus Action Projects from a variety of colleges and universities.  Also AAUW branches and individual 
members from around the country sponsored many of the attendees. The Chicago branch made a donation 
to the conference to help sponsor a student leader from Illinois.  To read more about the conference go to 
http://www.aauw.org/nccwsl/upload/2010_Highlights.pdf 
 If you want to make a donation, please send a check made out to AAUW-EF to                                                              
Mary Ellen Smyth, 3200 N Lake Shore Dr, Chicago, IL 60657.  Donations are tax-deductible. 

AAUW 2010 Member Survey – deadline extended      
Please remember to complete the AAUW national member survey.  AAUW national is interested 
in your interests and feedback to help shape AAUW’s programs and activities. The deadline has 
been extended to September 30, 2010.  You may complete the paper survey mailed to you with 
your Summer Outlook or go to https://svc.aauw.org/survey/EMS2010/aauw_ems2010_t.cfml 
 
Current Topics Briefing #27 August 2, 2010 
The AAUW website link below provides AAUW Current Topics Briefing # 27 –The concept of 
“One Member, One Vote.”  This briefing discusses the voting process, online and by mail to be 
used in the spring of 2011 before the 2011 June national convention. One Member, One Vote 
represents a "first" for AAUW and an important breakthrough in providing every-member 
participation in association governance and transparency. Check the One Member, One Vote 
website and the FAQ frequently for updates. A Program in a Box will be made available to share 
at fall meetings. Please read the briefing and share with others.  Thank you.  
http://www.aauw.org/member_center/briefings/OMOVbriefing_080210.cfm 
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Treaty of Paris (1783):  A Document That Matters to the U.S.A. and to the World- 
article by Chicago Inc. branch member Rosemarie Mattke 

We recently celebrated the July 4th holiday.  This summer celebration marks the day we 
officially declared independence from British rule.  On September 17th, we will be celebrating 
Constitution Day.  What many of us are in the dark about, is a third document that is of great 
importance to our citizens and residents—the Treaty of Paris from 1783. 

While many of us believe that the Revolutionary War was fought exclusively between the 
United States of America and Great Britain, a survey of this historic conflict also included other 
countries (e.g., France and Spain). 

What should be of interest to every person living in the U.S.A., are the key points that 
make up the template or form of this particular peace treaty.  The ten articles (The Paris Peace 
Treaty of September 30, 1783, para. 3-13) that serve as the blueprint for this peace treaty are as 
follows: 
  
•That the Thirteen Colonies, according to the Webster’s New World Dictionary, are free from the 
rules and regulations of the British crown. 
•Establishes the boundaries between the U.S.A. and British North America 
•This article’s narrative focuses on fishing rights at various locations (e.g., Gulf of 
St. Lawrence.) 
•Debts that both sides incurred should be paid back. 
•That legal owners of confiscated land or property have a right to get their land back. 
•The United States shall ensure that no one shall attempt to confiscate property in the future. 
•Prisoners of war, on both sides, were to be set free. 
•“The Citizens of the United States” and the “subjects of Great Britain” shall have access to the 
Mississippi River. 
•“In case it should so happen that any place or territory belonging to Great Britain or to the 
United States should have been conquered by the arms of either from the other before the arrival 
of the said Provisional Articles in America, It is agreed that the same shall be restored without 
difficulty and without requiring any compensation.” 
•The terms of the treaty were to take place within six months, from the date the document was 
signed. 
  
Hopefully, this article may address some questions you may have had about the U.S. and 
Canadian border down through the years.  One should also now have a better understanding of 
the foundation of our nation. 

Paycheck Fairness Act!!           
Its crunch time for the Paycheck Fairness Act. Time is running out to get this critical legislation 
signed into law this year. If the Senate doesn't act soon, we'll have to start all over again in both 
chambers of the new Congress next year. We all know that women can't afford to wait for that to 
happen. That's why we’ll be turning up the heat in August, telling the Senate to "Get it Done!" 
and pass the Paycheck Fairness Act in September. Even if both of your senators are cosponsors, 
we urge you to participate in our "Get it Done!" 21 Days of Action campaign. 
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 CHICAGO ILLIOIS BRANCH, INC. 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT by Lori L. Switzer 

 August 1, 2010 
I. BRANCH CHECKING ACCOUNT  

05-12-10 through 06-10-10 
A.  05-12-10 Beginning Balance    $1,799.30 
B.  Deposits and Other Additions       1,856.00 
C.  Checks Posted              913.19 
D.  Other Subtractions                               0.00 
E.  Service Charges                        -3.00 
F.  06-10-10   Balance     $2,739.11 

 
II.  EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITES-LEGAL ADVOCACY FUND SAVING S 

ACCOUNT 
A.  Bank of America Minimum Balance        250.00  
B.  05-12-10 Beginning Balance                          580.47 
  Deposits and interest                        .05 

Withdrawals                                0.00 
C.   06-10-10   Ending Balance    $    580.52  

   
III.  BRANCH CHECKING ACCOUNT  

06-11-10 through 07-12-10 
A.  06-11-10 Beginning Balance    $  2,739.11 
B.  Deposits and Other Additions           636.00 
C.  Checks Posted            1,834.90 
D.  Other Subtractions                0.00              
E.  Service Charges                          +3.00 
F.   07-12-10   Balance     $  1,540.21 

 
IV.  EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITES-LEGAL ADVOCACY FUND SAVING S 

ACCOUNT 
A.  Bank of America Minimum Balance        250.00  
B.  06-11-10  Beginning Balance              580.52 
  Deposits and Other Additions                      .05 

Withdrawals                               0.00 
C.  07-12-10   Ending Balance   $    580.57  
  

    V.     FIDELITY/MARSTON ACCOUNT   
     03-17-10 through 05-14-10 

A. Account Summary 
Beginning Value as of March 17  $14,271.00    

       Change in investment value         -131.02 
      Ending value as of May 15   $14,139.98 
B. Income Summary    
       Dividends This Period $37.20 to Date $37.53 

   Holdings 
A.    Fidelity Cash Reserves as of 03-17-10   $ 3,880.69 
  Fidelity Cash Reserves as of 05-14-10      3,880.83     
B.    Fidelity Asset Manager as of 03-17-10    10,390.31  
  Fidelity Asset Manager as of 05-14-10    10,259.15 

       C.    Total Market Value     $14,139.98  



 8 



 9 

 



 10 

 

 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS BRANCH, INC.  

 

BOOK CLUB 
2010-2011 Reading List 

 

August 23 Bitter is the New Black: Confessions of a Condescending, 
Egomaniacal, Self-Centered Smartass, or, Why You Should Never Carry 
A Prada Bag to the Unemployment Office by Jen Lancaster   

September 27  Brooklyn: A Novel by Colin Toibin 

October 25  The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

November 22  The Spellman Files: A Novel by Lisa Lutz 

January 24  Loving Frank: A Novel by Nancy Horan 

February 28 The House as Sugar Beach: In Search of a Lost African Childhood 
by Helene Cooper 

March 28 Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women 
Worldwide by Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn 

April 25  Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay 

May 23  The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot    

June 27 (6:30pm) Days of Awe by Achy Obejas  

July 25  The Help by Kathryn Stockett   

August 22 The Lost Summer of Louisa May Alcott by Kelly O’Connor 
McNees 

 

The Book Club of Chicago, Illinois Branch, Inc., of the American Association of University Women is free 
and open to the public and meets on the fourth Monday of the month (except May [3rd Monday] and 
December) from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Conrad Sulzer Regional Library (4455 North Lincoln Avenue).  

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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Mission Statement of AAUW: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, 
education and research.  
 
Value Promise: By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational 
and economic barriers so all women have a fair chance.  
 
Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and 
education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting 
the lives of women and girls. 
 
In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership.  There shall be no 
barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual 
orientation, national origin, disability, or class.  
 
AAUW membership is open to any graduate who holds an associate or equivalent degree from 
a qualified educational institution or a baccalaureate of higher degree from an accredited 
institution of higher education. 
 
The AAUW Educational Foundation provides funds to advance education, research, and self-
development for women and to foster equity and positive societal change. 
 
AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund provides funding and support system for women seeking 
judicial redress for sex discrimination. 

Important Dates 
October 16, 2010  AAUW-IL Fall State-Wide Conference – Joliet Junior College 
April 29-30, 2011 AAUW-IL State Convention Par-A-Dice Hotel, Peoria, IL 
June 16-19, 2011  AAUW National Convention, Washington D.C., Renaissance Hotel 

AAUW National website:  www.aauw.org 
AAUW-IL website: www.aauw-il.org 

Chicago branch website: www.aauw-il.org/chicago 
For more information, contact us: chicagoaauw@hotmail.com 

Join the Chicago branch on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=16337662299&ref=mf 

 
 

        
                                
      Lori Switzer, editor 

AAUW Newsletter                 
2746 W. Morse Ave. 
Chicago, IL  60645 
 
Address correction requested 
 
 
 
 
 
Chicago, IL branch was founded in 1889.  This is our 121st year!! 


