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CHICAGO BRANCH NEWSLETTER – SEPTEMBER MEETING 

 

 
What: Author Erin Gosseer Mitchell will discuss her memoir, 

Born Colored: Life Before Bloody Sunday 
When:  Saturday, September 13th 

Time: 11:30am  
Where:  The Parthenon – Greek Town  

314 South Halsted St., Chicago  www.theparthenon.com 
Cost: $21- for lunch 

Greek Salad, choice of entrée: Athenian chicken with roast potatoes or 
braised lamb with rice or vegetarian combo, and baklava for dessert 

Parking:  Free Valet Parking in front of restaurant 
RSVP:  To Barbara Thomas 312-587-9087 or  
thomcla@aol.com by Wednesday, Sept. 10th. 

Please give entrée choice when you RSVP. 
   
 Ms. Mitchell was born in Selma, Alabama.  She grew up there and in Fitzgerald, Georgia 
one generation before the Civil Rights Movement began.  Erin is a graduate of Spelman College, 
Atlanta, Georgia and has a Master of Music degree from Roosevelt University, Chicago, Illinois.  
She taught for 38 years and began a writing career after retiring from the Chicago Public Schools.    
 This collection of essays captures the tyranny of and triumph of growing up a “colored 
girl in the Deep South when segregation was the law”, one generation before the civil rights 
movement. This collection movingly reveals the insights of a child as well as the hard-won 
wisdom of a survivor.  
 For more information on Erin Goseer Mitchell and her book “Born Colored: Life Before 
Bloody Sunday”, please visit www.eringoseermitchell.com 

 
Please bring a friend to our 2008-2009 kick-off meeting. 
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Meeting/Activities Dates and Topics 
September 25, 2008 Candiate panel event  
October 10, 2008  First Slice presentation and lunch 
November 8, 2008  District 4& 5 Conference at College of DuPage 
November 22, 2008  Holiday Tea – location TBD 
December 10, 2008  Jane Addams Day event with Chicago Women’s Alliance and University of Chicago SSA 
December 13, 2008  branch  meeting 
January 11, 2009  Educational Foundation Fellows meeting 

 

 
 

President’s Message  
 I hope everyone is enjoying the summer in Chicago.  I have been busy with a variety of 
AAUW meetings for the branch as well as for the AAUW-IL state board.  I am the new bylaws 
chair for AAUW-IL.  It will actually be a busy term as there are going to be some proposed 
bylaws changes to be voted on at the 2009 national convention in St. Louis.    I also want to thank 
all of the Chicago branch board members who have worked to transition our new board members 
into their positions over the summer.  Also we have had a couple planning meetings with great 
attendance of members who want to be involved and have great ideas and contacts for meetings.  
This year promises to have exceptional mission based programs for you all to enjoy. 
 We hope you join us for our fall kick-off meeting on Sat. Sept. 13th at the Parthenon 
Restaurant.  We are lucky to have a Chicago area author, Erin Mitchell, join us for a book 
discussion on her experiences growing up in segregated Georgia and Alabama before the Civil 
Rights Movement.  I also encourage you to bring a friend to the meeting or ask a fellow branch 
member you have not seen in a while to come with you.  We will have prizes for members and 
their guests.   
 Also please mark your calendar and plan to attend the Sept. 25th candidate panel we are 
hosting with the YWTF.  I am also looking for volunteers to help on the 25th to pass out the 
AAUW Congressional Voting Record and other AAUW materials to those in attendance.   
 Lastly, please take a moment to check out the AAUW Current topics briefings from 
Association Executive Director, Linda Hallman on the AAUW national website. 
http://www.aauw.org/member_center/BriefingSeries.cfm   These briefings have been recently 
posted with information on a variety of topics including why the logo changed, the restructuring 
of LAF, the new value promise, our new unifying theme - Breaking thru Barriers, the AAUW 
Community: A Shared Understanding of Membership, and branch tax status after restructuring.  
The briefings are too long to include in the newsletter but I have forwarded the information via 
emails as I received the information. 
 
Breaking thru Barriers 
Lori Switzer 
Branch President and Newsletter Editor 
 
***All members invited to a meeting on Mon., Aug. 11th at 6:30pm at the Chicago Cultural 
Center on Michigan and Randolph in the Cafe at the Cultural Center near the Randolph entrance. 
We will be discussing a strategic plan for the branch.  This plan will map out ideas for 
membership development, branch visibility, branch outreach, marketing, and giving/fundraising.  
As these ideas are inter-connected, this meeting will be great way to discuss ways to implement 
the strategic plan. Please RSVP by Aug 10th to Lori.  If you are not able to come but have any 
ideas on the above topics, please let me know. ** 
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Thank You                                                              
A big thank you to Barbara Spiegel and Laura Meyers-Malec for opening their offices and homes 
in May and June to AAUW and hosting our summer planning meetings.  Also thank you to all the 
board members and branch members that gave ideas and opinions and are helping to plan events 
for our 2008-2009 year.  It will be another great year! 

September 25th – Voter Education Event                                                  
Chicago AAUW is partnering with hosting organization The Younger Women’s Task Force 
(www.ywtf.org) to hold a non-partisan voter education event on the evening of September 25. 
The goal of this event is to inform the Chicago community of the candidates' positions on issues 
that affect women. The panel will be made up of candidates for state senator in the Chicago area 
and will be moderated by Silvia Rivera of Radio Arte. Other partners for this event include 
Chicago Foundation for Women, International Visitors Center of Chicago, Illinois Maternal and 
Child Health Coalition, Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law, Between Friends, 
Planned Parenthood, Children and Teen Issues Committee of the Chicago Metropolitan Battered 
Women's Network, and Rape Victim Advocates. Planning for this event is ongoing. If you are 
interested in being involved in the planning or helping that evening, please contact Amanda 
Robertson at arobertson80@gmail.com. 

Looking Ahead to October                                                                             
Our October meeting will be on October 11th from 11:30 am – 1:30 pm with lunch at First Slice 
Café (4401 N. Ravenswood) and a presentation by First Slice founder Mary Ellen Diaz. First 
Slice’s mission is to provide access to wholesome food for those living in poverty by bringing 
together community subscribers, homeless individuals, and families to share in the preparation of 
nutritious meals. Mary Ellen Diaz will talk about her training and career as a chef and the 
decision to start her own café and non-profit focused on providing nutritious, delicious food to 
Chicago’s hungry. www.firstslice.org 
 
Membership Update 
Congratulations on a great summer membership drive! As of August 4, the branch had received 
63 membership applications for the 2008-2009 year. 57 of these are renewals and 6 are new 
members. For those who haven’t sent in your application form and check, it isn’t too late to 
renew or join and be in this year’s Membership Directory. All application forms and checks 
received by October 1 will appear in the Directory. Please send it to Membership VP Amanda 
Robertson, 6410 N. Hoyne 4W, Chicago, IL  60645.         
 
Fall District 4 & 5 Conference in November 
The District 4 & 5 AAUW conference will be held at the College of DuPage on November 8th 
from 8:30 – 1pm.  All members are invited.  More details will be coming from the state and 
registration forms will be available at www.aauw-il.org. Be on the look out for your fall issue of 
the Illinois Link for all the details. 
 
The Chicago Edition by Lori Switzer 
Is there something you want to see in the newsletter? It is your newsletter.  Articles for the Oct. Chicago 
Edition newsletter are due Sept. 15th. Thanks -Lori Switzer 773/465-1148 switzer99@att.net or 
ChicagoAAUW@hotmail.com  



 4 

GEMS Workshop                                                                                
Chicago branch is planning a GEMS-Great Experiences in Math and Science workshop for 
February or March 2009 and are looking for volunteers to help plan the event as well as work the 
day of the event.  GEMS is a career conference for all middle school students in grades 6-8 and 
their parents/guardians. Students will participate in the morning-long program designed to 
encourage young girls to take an interest in math, science and engineering.  Professionals will be 
presenting their careers emphasizing mathematics, science & technology. Although women make 
up about 50 percent of the general work force in the U.S., they only represent 9 percent of 
workers in the science and engineering community said the conference was started to inspire girls 
to continue studies in the fields of math, science and technology.  Please contact Pamela Sanner if 
you would like to be on the committee.  kandip@aol.com or 773-660-1902    

Public Policy Update          
 The Public Policy Chair for the Chicago branch received a packet of information from the 
Director of Public Policy for AAUW.  Included in this packet of information are the following 
materials:  a programming guide entitled “Where the Girls Are:  The Facts about Gender Equity 
in Education,” a copy of the AAUW 2008 Branch Public Policy Chair Resource Manual, and 
the Woman-to-Woman Voter Turnout (second edition). 
 The above information will assist the Chicago branch with upcoming events, the joint 
event with YWTF that is scheduled for September 25th (location TBA), and the November 2008 
elections.   
 The Public Policy Chair for the Chicago branch has also received information pertaining 
to the issue of tax-payer dollars and K-12 education in the state of Illinois.  Updates will be 
forthcoming as more information is distributed to this Chicago AAUW member.   

Chicago branch receives two AAUW-IL Membership Awards                 
The Chicago, Inc. Branch was awarded several membership awards at the May 2008 State 
Convention.  We were given an award in recognition of membership recruitment of 10% or more 
and an award in recognition of membership retention of 90% or more.  So let’s continue the great 
work of inviting new members to join our branch.  The Chicago branch also received the AAUW-
IL Branch Pride Recognition Award in recognition for the Branch’s outstanding achievements in 
advocating and advancing equity for women and girls through Branch activities.   
 

Welcome New Members!                                                              
Please welcome our newest branch members! These women joined the branch during the summer 
membership drive. We are so excited to have each of them as members and look forward to 
meeting everyone at our first meeting in September!  
 
 Name   College/University   E-Mail Address 
Janet Davis                   Loyola Chicago                 drjhd@comcast.net               
Sandra King                 Chicago State                      fsk6745@comcast.net 
Jennifer Pickard-Criswell W. Texas A&M, U of OK, Northwestern     jpickardcriswell@gmail.com 
Helen Ramirez Odell   Loyola Chicago, Northwestern    helenchgo@aci.com 
Elizabeth Reynolds      Univ. of Iowa                                emreynol@gmail.com 
Nina Whitsel                Northwestern       ninawhitsel@rcn.com 
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Hyde Park Swans Film Group              
The Swans will be meeting this fall.  Dates and films will be announced shortly.  Please contact Alexis 
Reese for more information or if you have a film suggestion.  alexisresseofaauw@sbcglobal.net 
 

�Mission:  The AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund provides funding and a support 
system for individuals seeking judicial redress for sex discrimination. 
 
Legal Advocacy Fund Update  
 LAF works to combat sex discrimination through community and campus outreach programs, a 
resource library and online advocacy tools, and various research reports. In collaboration with the Public 
Policy and Government Relations department, LAF seeks amicus curiae opportunities in cases of 
discrimination that disadvantage women in the workplace. LAF is also transitioning toward supporting 
landmark sex discrimination cases that have the potential to make a difference for all women. 
Plaintiff Update 
 AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund–supported plaintiff has settled her lawsuit against Columbia 
University for an undisclosed sum. In Chichilnisky v. Columbia University, Graciela Chichilnisky, one of 
Columbia’s most distinguished international economists and mathematicians, sued the University for Pay 
Discrimination under the Equal Pay Act and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act. Columbia did not admit to 
any wrongdoing.    
 “Despite being internationally recognized for her research and publications, Professor 
Chichilnisky was still confronted by pay discrimination,” said AAUW Executive Director Linda D. 
Hallman, CAE. “Her case illustrates the inequities women continue to face. AAUW is committed to 
breaking through educational and economic barriers so that all women have a fair chance.” 
 AAUW contributed significant funds to offset Chichilnisky’s latest round of legal expenses. 
Members of New York City area AAUW branches attended her recent trial to show their support. 
View the full case summary of Chichilnisky v. Columbia University at 
http://www.aauw.org/advocacy/laf/cases/chichilnisky.cfm 
 If you want to make a donation, please send a check made out to AAUW-LAF to Barbara Spiegel 
7438 N. Artesian Ave. 1st Floor, Chicago, 60645. Donations are tax-deductible. 

AAUW Educational Foundation               
 The American Association of University Women Educational Foundation has a long and 
distinguished history of advancing educational and professional opportunities for women in the United 
States and around the globe.  
 In June 2008, AAUW cosponsored the National Conference for College Women Student Leaders 
(NCCWSL) in Washington DC.  The conference is a two and a half day conference to help students hone 
leadership skills for their work on campus and in their communities. More than 500 women attended this 
year. The women students had amazing workshops to attend as well as the opportunity to hear successful 
Campus Action Projects from a variety of colleges and universities.  Also AAUW branches and individual 
members from around the country sponsored many of the attendees.  
 If you want to make a donation, please send a check made out to AAUW-EF to                                                              
Arlene Alpert 3470 N. Lake Shore Dr. #26A, Chicago, IL 60657.  Donations are tax-deductible 
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CHICAGO ILLINOIS BRANCH, INC. 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN 

 

2008-2009 PROPOSED BUDGET 
(Based on 75 Branch members=$22.00/Member =$1,650.00 

 
 

 

LINE ITEM 
 

5/31/08 OPENING 
BALANCE 

 

 

PROPOSED 
ALLOCATION  

 

NEW 
BALANCE 

Membership: Mailing Supplies  $101.30 $ 48.10 $150.00 
Membership/Directory    66.19  433.81          500.00 
Newsletter: Printing and 
Postage 

   73.24  326.81   400.00 

Program Fund: Speakers   542.10   -42.10   500.00 
Program:  Meeting 
Expenses?/Food 

  523.67    76.33   600.00 

Annual Report/Recap     74.91   -24.91 50.00 
Public 
Information/Communication/ 
PR 

    63.10     36.90 100.00 
 

Community Services: GEMS    109.24    90.76 200.00 
Funding Raising Expenses    116.06    33.94 150.00 
Public Policy    150.00    50.00 200.00 

Book Club      50.00   -25.00 25.00 
College/University Relations       50.00   -25.00 25.00 
Educational Foundation 0    50.00 50.00 
Legal Advocacy Fund 0    50.00 50.00 
Gender Equity Fund 0 0 0 
Awards     75.00    -25.00 50.00 
Swan Day Movies 0     50.00 50.00 
Hyde Park Swans 0     25.00 25.00 
Sunshine Fund     24.83     25.17 50.00 

President’s Fund   176.59    -26.59 150.00 
Treasurer’s Funds    40.82       9.18 50.00 
Secretary’s Fund    60.00     -35.00 25.00 
Insurance fund 
 

 150.00 0 150.00 

Miscellaneous Operating 
Funds 

 0  

Dues- Association  1666.00   584.00 2250.00 
Dues – State   275.00   475.00   750.00 
Dues – Branch 1867.46     1207.54         3075.00 
TOTAL             $6301.32 3369.49 9670.81 
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS BRANCH, INC.  

BOOK CLUB 
2008-2009 Reading List 

August 25  The Gastronomical Me by M.F.K. Fisher   

September 22  The Madonna’s of Lenningrad: A Novel by Debra Dean   

October 27  Water for Elephants: A Novel by Sara Gruen   

November 24  The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho   

January 26  The River of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt’s Darkest Journey by  
   Candice Millard   

February 23  Brother, I’m Dying by Edwidge Danticat   

March 23 Suite Francaise by Irene Nemirovsky   

April 27  Intuition by Allegra Goodman   

May 18  My Antonia by Willa Cather   

June 22  Gang Leader for a Day: A Rogue Sociologist Takes to the Streets  
   by Sudhir Venkatesh   

July 27  Moose: A Memoir of Fat Camp by Stephanie Klein   

August 24  Easy Innocence by Libby Fischer Hellman   

 

The Book Club of Chicago, Illinois Branch, Inc., of the American Association of University Women is free 
and open to the public and meets on the fourth Monday of the month (except May [3rd Monday] and 
December) from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Conrad Sulzer Regional Library (4455 North Lincoln Avenue).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
�
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�
Mission Statement of AAUW: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, 
education and research.  
 
Value Promise: By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational 
and economic barriers so all women have a fair chance.  
 
Vision Statement: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and 
education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting 
the lives of women and girls. 
 
In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership.  There shall be no 
barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual 
orientation, national origin, disability, or class.  
 
AAUW membership is open to any graduate who holds an associate or equivalent degree from 
a qualified educational institution or a baccalaureate of higher degree from an accredited 
institution of higher education. 
 
The AAUW Educational Foundation provides funds to advance education, research, and self-
development for women and to foster equity and positive societal change. 
 
AAUW’s Legal Advocacy Fund provides funding and support system for women seeking 
judicial redress for sex discrimination. 

Important Dates 
November 8, 2008 AAUW-IL Fall District 4 & 5 Conference College of DuPage, 9-1pm 
April 24-25, 2009 AAUW-IL state convention Decatur, IL, Decatur Hotel and Conference Center 
   http://www.hoteldecatur.com  1-877-352-880 
June 26-28, 2009  AAUW national convention, St. Louis, MO, Renaissance St. Louis Grand Hotel 
  www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/stldt-renaissance-st-louis-grand-and-suites-hotel 
 

Chicago branch website: www.aauw-il.org/chicago 
For more information, contact us: chicagoaauw@hotmail.com 

 
 

        
                                
      Lori Switzer, editor 

AAUW Newsletter                 
2746 W. Morse Ave. 
Chicago, IL  60645 
 
Address correction requested 
 
 
 
 
 
Chicago, IL branch was founded in 1889.  This is our 119th year!! 


