
 

The Bloomington-Normal Branch of the American Association of University Women Sponsors 
the  

4th   Annual  AAUW-BN  Women  Book  Authors’  Forum  
Wednesday, October 21, 2009 (5 – 6pm) 

Barnes & Nobles Booksellers (East Empire) 
 
About the AAUW-BN Women Book Authors’ Forum 
The 4th AAUW-BN Women Book Authors Forum begins at 5:00pm. The women book authors from Bloomington-Normal will give a brief 
overview of their works and then we'll have book signings along with light refreshments.   This event is free and open to the public. 
 
This event is one of several planned events this year to promote awareness by highlighting the mission of AAUW: 
 

Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, and research. 
 
Our Featured Women Book Authors this year are: 
 

 

 
 

Dr. Duriel E. Harris 
 

 
Duriel E. Harris is an Assistant Professor in the English Department. She earned her 
PhD in English from the University of Illinois, her MA from New York University, 
and her BA from Yale University. Prior to coming to ISU, she was an assistant 
professor at St. Lawrence University in New York where she taught courses in 
African American literature and poetry. Harris has research interests in improvisation 
and black aesthetics, memory and trauma studies, and 18th and 19th century African 
American literature. Her professional affiliations include the Poetry Society of 
America and the Association of Writers and Writing Programs. Harris is a sound 
artist, poet and performer and a member of Douglas R. Ewart and Inventions free jazz 
ensemble. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Dr. Amy Louise 

Wood 

 
Amy Louise Wood is an Assistant Professor of History at Illinois State University. 
She received her Ph.D. from Emory University.  In Lynching and Spectacle, Amy 
Wood explains what it meant for white Americans to perform and witness these 
violent rituals. Between 1880 and 1940, more than 3,000 African Americans were 
lynched in the United States, in what were often very public displays of torture and 
suffering. Her book shows how lynching overlapped with a wide range of cultural 
practices, including public executions, religious rituals, photography and cinema. The 
connections between these practices and lynching gave racial violence social 
acceptability and helped establish white supremacy at the turn of the century. She also 
shows, however, how the national dissemination of lynching images fueled the anti-
lynching movement and led to the decline of lynching.  

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
About the Bloomington-Normal Branch of AAUW 
The Bloomington-Normal Branch was founded in 1913 (District 2).   AAUW is a nationwide organization of 
graduates of regionally accredited United States colleges and universities or foreign institutions recognized by the 
International Federation of University Women.  AAUW concerns itself with enhancing the intellectual and cultural life of the individual; 
supporting legislation; working to improve education; increasing options and total awareness; securing equal opportunities; and study, then 
action.   In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership.   There shall be no barriers to full participation in this 
organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or class.   
 
 
For more information about this event -- please contact Grace Foote Johns (johns@phy.ilstu.edu or 309-438-8758).  This document is available in 
alternative formats upon request by contacting Grace Foote Johns at ISU Physics (309-438-8758, voice or johns@phy.ilstu.edu).  If you need a 
special accommodation to fully participate in this  program/event, please contact Grace Foote Johns at ISU Physics (309-438-8758, voice or 
johns@phy.ilstu.edu).   Please allow sufficient time (at least 1 week) to arrange the accommodation.  
 


