
 
 

Fall 2008  Programs (held the “2nd Mondays” of each month) 
American Association of University Women, Bloomington/Normal Branch 

(AAUW-BN) 

 
Monday, August 11 (Normal City Hall, Town Council Chambers) 
5:30 pm – “Women in Local Government and How to Get There” 

The program will start with a panel of four women who have different types of local government 
involvement with Carol A. Reitan (former Mayor of Normal) moderating.  The panel members are: Bette 
Rackauskas (McLean County Board - elected position), Karen Schmidt (Bloomington City Council - elected 
position), Pam Reece (Assistant City Manager - employed by Town of Normal), Evelyn Young (Chair, Normal 
Human Relations Commission - appointed position).  The planning committee for this event included AAUW-
BN Members (Carol Reitan and Diana Cristy) and League of Women Voters of McLean County (Gwen 
Pruyne and Gretchen Monti). 

 
 
Monday, September 8 (Normal Public Library, Community Room) 
7 :00 pm – “Come Meet Jane Addams—A Dramatic Presentation!” 

Jane Addams was a woman concerned for others, minorities, education, women's vote, peace -- a Nobel 
Peace Prize Winner.  We will celebrate the birthday of Jane Addams (Sept. 6) with Ann White’s 30 minute 
dramatic performance titled, “A Conversation with Jane Addams”.  Learn the amazing details of her life 
and accomplishments. 
  
Following the drama there will be audience comments and discussion ---“How  would Jane Addams’ 
passionate concerns be different or the same today?”   We’ll also have time to enjoy refreshments and 
socialize. 

 
 
Monday, October 13 (Main Gallery 404 at 404 N. Main Street, Bloomington) 
5:30 pm Local Women Artists:  Visit to Main Gallery 404 

We will have a talk by three of the local women artists who have works at the gallery:  Melanie Scott 
Dockey, Michele Peterson, and Sheila Asbell Allen.  This will be an opportunity to view local art at a 
gallery owned by two women artists -- half of whose artists are local women -- to see (possibly buy) 
paintings, jewelry, etc.  You can enjoy refreshments while looking at the art. 

 
 
Monday, November 10 (Barnes and Noble Bookstore, East Empire, Bloomington) 
5:00 pm, 3rd Annual AAUW-BN Women Book Authors’ Forum  

Local women authors will discuss their works and life as writers.  A book signing will be held following 
the presentation.   
 

7:00 pm, 4th Annual AAUW-BN Bloomington-Normal High School Senior Essay Contest 
Awards 

Awards will be given to the high school students who are winners of our annual essay contest.  These 
modest scholarship awards are co-sponsored by AAUW-BN, ISU’s Physics Department, the Carl Wenning 
Family, and ISU’s American Democracy Project.   Honorable Mention Essayists will also be recognized 
with a certificate.   Teacher Mentors will asl receive a certificate of recognition.  Refreshments will 
follow the presentations at a reception for the honorees and their high school Teacher Mentors. 
 
For more information about November 10 events, contact Grace Foote Johns, 452-1839 or 
wjgj1289@netzero.net 

  
 
Monday, December 8 (1908 Berrywood Lane, Bloomington) 
6:00 pm, A Local Women's Organization:  100 years of the YWCA, Potluck Dinner  

Come to Mary Goodwin's home and share good food and friendship.  A short program will be presented by 
Pat Reece, the Senior Vice President for the Commerce Trust Co. and the immediate past chair of the 
YWCA McLean County Board of Directors.  The YWCA has been active in the community providing services 
for women and their children and advocacy for elimination of racism.  AAUW shares many common causes 
with the YWCA -- good to hear about its history.    Please contact Mary Goodwin if you can join us. 
 

These events open to the public.  Guests are always welcome.  
 For more information about AAUW-BN, visit our web site at www.aauw-il.org/bloom or  

contact Mary Goodwin (Membership VP) marygoodwin@hotmail.com or 663-6928. 


