Happy 150th Birthday Jane Addams!

Jane Addams was born in Cedarville, Illinois on September 6, 1860. She is best known as the founder of Hull House, offering women the opportunity to become agents for social, political, educational, and economic change in their own lives and in the lives of others. Hull House settlement played a vital role in redefining American democracy in the modern age.  Addams was a strong advocate for labor rights, particularly pertaining to children, and co-founded the first national women’s trade union organization

On December 10, 1931, Jane Addams became the first American woman to receive the Nobel Prize for Peace, honoring her work as the leader of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom. In awarding her the Prize, Halvdan Koht declared Addams to be "the leading woman in the nation, one might almost say its leading citizen." She was such a prominent figure in the national Progressive movement that Theodore Roosevelt planned to appoint her to his cabinet if he had won the presidency in 1912; this would have made her the first woman cabinet member.  Additionally, Addams was a founding member of the American Civil Liberties Union and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and was active in the suffrage and pacifist movements. Addams died in Chicago on May 21, 1935. 

In 2007, after two years of work, Dongola (IL) Unit School Unit teacher Cindy Vines and 5 of her students approached Illinois District #115 Representative Mike Bost, with the idea of creating a commemorative day in honor of Jane Addams.  Cindy and her students were supported in their efforts by several members of the AAUW Carbondale branch, including Public Policy Chair Olga Weidner and Professor Joan McDermott, Director of SIU-Carbondale's Women's Studies program.  Bost called on House Majority Leader Barbara Flynn Currie, to introduce HB 5243 on January 27, 2007.  On April 12, after having passed in both the House and the Senate under the watchful eye of AAUW-Illinois lobbyist Paula Johnson Purdue, HB 5243 was sent up to the governor's desk for his signature.

2010 EVENTS PLANNED IN HONOR OF THE 150th

 ANNIVERSARY OF Ms. ADDAMS’ BIRTH

· Sunday, Dec. 12 – 10:30am. The Jane Addams Committee of AAUW-IL is co-hosting a brunch with the Jane Addams Hull-House Museum.  It will be an historic brunch featuring foods that would have been popular in Jane Addams’ time, and will take place at the newly renovated and expanded museum.  More information is available on the registration form at www.aauw-il.org. Seating is limited so reserve early.
· Wednesday, September 8, from noon – 1pm. The Mayor’s Office of Special Events will host Jane Addams 150th Birthday event at Daley Plaza on behalf of the Jane Addams Hull House Association.

· Fall 2010 - release of Jane Addams: Spirit in Action, part II of a biography by Lucy Knight

· There are plans to rededicate the Jane Addams Tollway and reissue the Jane Addams commemorative stamp.
· Barbara Flynn Curie is working to introduce legislation to create a new Jane Addams Illinois license plate.
Celebrate Jane Addams Day – December 10

